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LESSONS FROM CENSUS IN HUNGARY 


Peter Tibor Nagy 

Denominational Data in National Censuses and Sociology jJJ 


Denominational census statistics before 1949 


Confessional statistics in census and sociology 


1 


A19. In the 19th century, the denominational affiliation and the affair between the modern liberal state and the 
historical churches were essential, positioning religiosity / non-religion from public to private dioxolan. As a 
result of the struggle west of the Rhine (ponto more: Great Britain, France, Belgium, Denmark, Spain, 
Portugal) [ 21 manifestation of denomination keeping it completely disappeared from state statistics and records 
- while of course not only the churches, but also social and political organizations, considered who could be the 
majority and who were considered to be believers of a minority Christian religion. He had a strong social meaning 
if he was not English in English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, not Catholic, not Danish in Evangelical, nor in the 
United States was one of the Anglo-Saxon Protestant Churches. More importantly, who could be the main rule 
for right-wing political goals, the anti-Semitic language to identify him as a Jew. \ 31 The denomination of the 
German Empire was strongly mixed, with only a 62.9% Lutheran majority. It is commonplace that Prussia is 
lutheranism, Bavaria is the most important center of Catholicism, perhaps less known to tar In Bavaria, 
Catholicism was only 72%, and in Prussia lutheranism had only a 64% majority, the register of denominational 
affiliation was not only due to the lack of relative secularization but also to it. MI Roman Catholics, 91%, were 
cast in the Austrian Empire a larger minority was about 5% Jewish. Ml 

Hungary alone in Europe did not have majority religion and ethnicity, as the proportion of dominant 
Catholics and dominant Hungarians (in 1890) was below 50%. It's your half they were not only worldview 



groups but eyes communities, layers, groups of communities that have regional identities towards the center, 
with Habsburg counter-reformation Benedictine Saxon Lutheran, Hungarian Calvinist etc. identities; national 
identities against "Hungarians", the formulation and organization of clerical-conservative identities against 
"Jewish liberal Budapest" the possibility of displaying it. 

In the last third of the 19th century, public administration, judiciary, institutional statistics, national statistics 
and census he also asked and made public - in aggregate form as port data - a denominational arena related to 
the issue being investigated information on the costs involved. 

The census is a single set of tables for historical religions. The order of the tables was always tied in terms 
of the order of the tables and the names of religions within the tables: it began with the Roman and Greek 
Catholics, and continued with the Reformed, Lutheran, and Greek Orthodox. The line is the Unitarians, Jews who 
have been consistently called Israelites at the end of the century, and other religions have closed. 

The follow-up of the more secular pattern - beyond the Rhine - manifested itself in the law allowing for 
extraterrestrial status; in no way sanctioned mixed marriages (if the parties solved it somehow, eg abroad or 
reversible, etc.), then in 1894 introduced the institution of state registration and civil marriage. Apart from the 
positions of the Minister of State and Political State Secretary of the Ministry of Culture, which are bound by the 
tradition to Catholic and Reformed, the functions of public authority did not have a denominational condition. (Of 
course, the fact that other people were not excluded did not mean, for example, a senior soldier Catholics, 
Protestants, and Jews would have had the same chance as officers or university professors.) 

While personal papers and enrollment registers are one they included denominational data, publicly 
published personal the confessional data disappeared, so the state's middle student listings for school bulletins, 
lists of university graduates, and officer directories do not contain denominational data. Great time of the era - 
Konja - the Hungarian Lexicon, the Palias Nagylexikon, the personal titles of Revai Nagylexikon, and the Life 
and Work of Hungarian Writers by Jozsef Szinnyei - do not disclose religious data. 

After 1919, with the fall of the liberal state, much has changed. The census - first, the summary of the 1910 
census in 1920 \ 61 - reported the Jewish data in more detail than other denominational data, underpinned by the 
creation of anti-Semitic legislation and the continuation of anti-Semitic administrative practices. The Decree on 
the Implementation of the Numus Clausus Law specifically named the Jews, saying that the Jews were a species - 
it became explicit that numerus clausus was his age aim at limiting them. m 

The census of the 1920s and 1930s is the single denominational group has presented a highly detailed, 
multidimensional cross-table. The 1941 census, in addition to the data on Jewish religions, also provided data on 
Jews under Jewish law - but because of the wartime conditions, the cross-section of occupation and education - 
were published only partially - although the studies published in the Statistical Review between 1941 and 1945 
and the tables published in the Hungarian and Metropolitan Statistical Yearbooks \ t [ 81 that we know more than 
the volumes of the 1941 census published in the 1970s. 

The 1949 census is only a basic demographic data communicating about individual denominational groups, 
occupation and education-specific data no longer. 

After 1919, the party appeared in the personal data announcements data. High school announcements - 
including the state - are included and denominational data. Teacher pocket books also provided denominational 
data. The lexicons - the number of which has grown enormously, as the Revai, which has continued and additional 
volumes, also issued a general lexicon for Tolnai, Gutenberg, Dante, New Era and Sunrise - still did not disclose 
personal denominational data. But as a continuation of the Strawberries below Jozsef Gulyas Hungarian writers' 
life and works (looking at the newcomers) already contain denominational data, and there is a Catholic Lexicon 
and a Jewish Lexicon that depicts Catholic religions and Jews (separate from the Israeli religions and converters) 
as a separate title. 


Already in the spirit of the Jewish laws, the 1940s edition of the 1940s, which functions as a lexicon of 
contemporaries, appears. \ 91 which, unlike the former "Who's Who", emphatically excludes Jews, and has been 
given a denominational affiliation to the title. 

In post-Trianon Hungary, Roman Catholicism has now become a majority religion and Calvinism is the 
largest minority in 1920, the Greek Catholic was still displayed among the little ones Jews, Evangelicals, 
Lutherans, Unitarians and Jews, but the proportions of smaller denominations may be severely distorted by the 
fact that immigration from disarmed areas was not completed in 1920. The actual turning to meadow data, you 
should first look at the meadow first two censuses hand statistics. We can say that between the two world 
wars Iioi The migration movement per 100,000 inhabitants continued to rise from 0.055% in 1920 to 0.075% 
in 1930, and then to 0.152% in 1938. Of course, the greatest increase was seen in the proportion of those leaving 
the Jews, which was high after the White Terror (0.41% per annum) and then decreased to 0.09% to reach 0.48% 
by 1937, with a gradual increase, him. The first Jewish law is still a Jewish religion it was bound by restrictions, 
so it is no wonder that in its year, the proportion of those who left Jewish religion was 2.1%. There is also a 
tendency for the Christian religion to grow in the age of 18 years twice. There is a much greater increase among 
the Greeks who want to get rid of the stamp of the Serbian-Romanian religion, and it is significantly lower among 
the Baptists and other religions. LiU 

However, these very small numbers can only change the power between denominations in the long run - 
conditions. It is first and foremost a change in denominational relations and proportions in the Holocaust, 
secondly, fundamental demographic factors (child emigration). 

Table 1. The power relations of major denominations in 1930 and 1949 12 



1930 

1949 

Change 1949-1930 (difference) 

Change 1949/1930 (quotient) 

Roman Catholic 

64.8 

67.8 

3 

1.05 

Greek Catholic 

2.3 

2.7 

0.4 

1.17 

Orthodox 

0.5 

0.4 

-0.1 

0.80 

Lutheran 

6.1 

5.2 

-0.9 

0.85 

reformed 

20.9 

21.9 

1 

1.05 

Hebrew 

5.9 

1.5 

-4.4 

0.25 


Although it would be logical for the number of outsiders to be radical, due to the increase in the left / secular 
/ atheist / anti-clerical orientation that had been in existence for several years then their share was only 0.1% in 
1949, which does not explain the changes. 

The most important difference between pre-Holocaust and post-Holocaust data is that the proportion of 
Jewish people fell to a quarter of the figure twenty years earlier. 

Consequently, for purely mathematical reasons, the proportion of Christian denominations had to grow. The 
proportion of Roman Catholics and Calvinists increased to 1.05 times. Known demographic differences between 
Roman Catholics and Reformed Catholics, on the one hand, with a higher number of children, and on the other 
hand, the displaced Germans were mostly Catholics, rebalancing each other; Roman Catholic superiority against 
mats is 3.10 times at both times. 

The only significant (1.17 times) growing group is the Greek Catholics, a population where the influence 
of Catholicism on the regulation of the number of children, or the Eastern Hungary, small town isko - 
overrepresentation of the uninhabited population - as an effect of growth - adds up. 















The data of the Lutherans show a significant decrease (0.85 times). The reason for this is the higher rate of 
urbanization, higher education and the absence of a ban on regulating children. It is also conceivable that the more 
educated and foreign languages spoken by the Lutheran population, who speak better than the rest of the Christian 
aggregates, moved to a greater extent between 1945 and 1949.The Gospel lizards, on average, are more secular 
than the Calvinists and Catholics, and more often in the case of mixed marriages, they revert, agree more often 
that their child, irrespective of gender, inherits their spouse's denomination. It may also have some effect that the 
evangelists were overrepresented due to the higher education of the Lutherans, the proportion of ghosts, which 
led to the prolongation of war crimes and the consequent higher mortality. 

The decline of the Greeks is a sign above the greatest willingness to migrate among Christians the role of 
nationalist Hungary in identifying Greek Greeks as Serbs and Romanians, and as a \ t unreliable elements were 
more likely to be classified as labor which is not only for Jewish laborers was at greater risk of frontal death. The 
marker of "strangeness" may have affected the fact that, in the case of mixed marriages with Hungarian Catholics 
and Protestants, the Greek Orthodox people more often give reversible, which means the death of the elderly and, 
especially, the indirect the birth of a large number of children after 1945 - the proportion of Greek Orthodox 
believers could be significantly reduced. Finally, we cannot exclude the fact that the strangers' behavior 
experienced by the Hungarian authorities and the winning of Yugoslavia and Romania to the winning side has 
been an emigration incentive for the Romanian and Serbian backgrounds. 

Church data and estimates from the party state period 

As is known between 1949 and 2001, official statistics did not provide information on the denominational 
composition of the population. A kind of registration yet it was also: the school believers, the denominational 
register, according to the instruction of the Minister of Education 5/1957, the denomination had to be 
introduced. At certain times - and for county officials of the state church office - it is more detailed This could 
be the result of information on the percentage of children in the party members. Such statistics are not requested 
from schools they could only be prepared by the local officials of the office, and the list of councils asked for 
from the schools and the member list of the county party committee by sowing. £12] 

Church History Literature on the Great Churches and Recollections of the Kadar Age [131 While stressing 
that very extensive intelligence and AEH observations were made, it has never been systematically investigated 
that baptism and marriage reports are systematic statistics. - can be summarized as national data. Looking at 
small churches in the literature is more of a headcount, but these are not quoted in this study because we only 
focus on the big ones. £141 

The churches also had some of their own estimates of "believers", consistently maintaining the pre-1950 
tradition of which affiliation to a church is not a religious activity, but a question of registration resulting from 
the decision of the parents. £ 15 ] 

The Church's own records do not necessarily correspond to the census. In 1948, the Catholic Church held 
6,585,928 believers mon, [161 The 1949 census records 6,240,427 Roman Catholics and 248,355 Greek 
Catholics. The Church Register - which is obviously based on the number of baptized people, as the proportion 
of church-believers believed to be up to 43% before 1945 [ 171 - Includes 97,000 more people than the obviously 
more accurate census. 

The Catholic Church of 1964 (which is not what census control cannot be compared to the year of the 
partial agreement between the Vatican and the Hungarian government) is about 6,218,000 believers, according to 
which the number of believers would have dropped to only 94% since 1949. 

Our next data comes from the 1970s. Michael Bucsay [ 181 estimates the number of Reformed believers 
to 1.9 million, the gospel 430 thousand. Thus, in 1949, the Reformed supremacy was evan genders 4.21 times, 
a quarter of a century later 4.42 times. Thus, the proportion of the more educated, more urban, secular Lutheran 
population is decreasing. 









The State Church Office, apparently partly relying on the data of the churches, listed no less than 9,104,518 
persons in 1980 as believers. As the country's population was 10,709,000 at that time, we can say that - as a 
specific paradox - the commune Nista state administration classified many more people as enthusiasts than those 
who were affiliated with churches. (The logical logic takes over It is likely that figures show that minors who 
have been left unnoticed by sociological surveys, for example, are hilly listed in the statistics. We can assume 
that the entry is were all classified as churches).Seeing of course, the disclosure was based on very different 
registers. The data of the Roman and Greek Catholics are published at the same time, but suggesting extraordinary 
accuracy: 6,566,868 believers. The rest is one the only thing about the house is the estimation of magnitude; for 
example, about 400,000, about 2 million believers in the Reformed Church. 

It is quite striking that the 2 million believers are half the Reformed 21.9%, as in 1949, it is conceivable 
that the data was born not to show a decrease compared to the 1949 state. 

Catholics show an increase of 72.1% compared to 70.5% in 1949. Of course, this happened at the "expense" 
of other denominations, not of course through transitions, but because of the other half the "great historical 
competitor" mentioned above The fastest rate of decline is characterized by Greek Jews: 13,000 believers account 
for only 0.14% of believers, that is, a third of the 1949 ratio, we cannot support this hypothesis with a more 
convincing hypothesis than the Romanian assimilation. £191 30,000 Greek Orthodox believers are 
registered. This seems more realistic, but the percentage is reduced to one third but two thirds. 

The proportion of the Jewish community estimated to be 80,000 is 0.9% of believers, ie just over half of the 
1949 level. Proportion of the Jewish community after the social experience that the majority of the majority 
society is not just half a Jewish it meant belonging to a minority minority, but a kind of folk separation, an 
assimilation barrier - so much faster than a cross facts, definitely faster than just confessing ciological 
reasons. Of course, if the Jewish society is in the middle According to the sociological realities, we would 
compare the larynization with the baptized Christians of Budapest, the difference would not be so great. [2QI 

The proportion of the Lutherans was 4.4% in 1980, which is four fifths of the 1949 level. All this is for a 
pre-educated and secularized group it does not seem to be an unreasonably high loss. 

The 1985 estimate was made in the West, f 2 11 Based on this, he says we can also do something about the 
change in the relationship between the Roman-Catholic and the Greek-Catholic Church.While in 1949 the 
proportion of the two churches was 25.1 res, in 1985 only 6340 to 323, so only 19.6 times. The increase in the 
proportion of the Greek-Catholic population is related to the low-lying countryside more secularisation and a 
higher number of children, but perhaps also because of the massive and slower pace of dissolution in the 1956, 
mainly affecting the metropolitan, Transdanubian, educated population, ie the Greek Catholics less than the 
Roman Catholics. 

This Koneigstein estimate is substantially the same as the 1980 estimate the number of Greek Orthodox 
believers, as mentioned earlier also confirmed by the 1987 AE estimate. The number of Evangelical believers is 
higher by about 10% than the 1980 estimate, which may of course be related to the fact that it was made in the 
Evangelical majority country, so the Evangelicals "saw" it more or wanted to see it larger. The number of Jews is 
estimated to be 20% higher, adding that 80% of the 100,000 Jewish population lives in Budapest. 

Opinion poll in the last quarter of the century 

In the last quarter of the century, religious sociology increased measurements, but more importantly, the general 
purpose public opinion In general, it became common in the general socio-demographic background variables to 
be interested in denominational affiliation, and even a standard question arose: one was related to the degree of 
religiosity, and the other to the temple frequency. 


Table 2. Confidential data of the Hungarian polling institute 1972 






Total adult population 

(%) 

Self-classifying 

(%) 

Roman and Greek Catholic 

71.3 

73.4 

reformed 

21.1 

21.7 

Lutheran 

4.2 

4.3 

Hebrew 

0.4 

0.4 

Other 

0.2 

0.2 

Out of denomination 

2.2 


Not known 

0.6 



100 

100 

Total, absolute 

89 965 

87 446 


Miklos Tomka summarized the data from 1972 to 1991 as data of a 90 thousand people. Compared to the 1949 
data for reform the proportion of evangelicals is slightly lower lubrication. The proportion of Catholics has 
slightly increased, which cannot be interpreted precisely because this data communicates the proportion of Roman 
and Greek Catholics. [221 

However, the 1992 CSO survey - with 29 thousand respondents - shows the proportion of Roman Catholics 
separately, which is 67.8%. f231 Against this that the proportion of Greek Catholics is growing within the 
Catholic population up. The proportion of Jews dropped radically to the fourth quarter of 1949. 

In the 1990s, half of the public opinion polls wanted to explore but they are relatively small in number - 
tock. The greatest number of them was the Tarki 1992 Mobasku but with three thousand cases, denominational 
ratios are "accurate" or at least accurate for larger historical denominations was not sufficient to estimate the 
costs. 

At the time of writing this study, the idea of searching for a series of surveys, in which the systematic 
sampling of the population is carried out in the same way, the data collection of the denominator is involved and 
then its data must be aggregated. That's how NPTTARKJ50000 was born [ 241 database, already used in several 
studies, which is TARKI's 1997-2000 Omnibus Research and the database named NPTTARKI30000, which was 
aggregated from the next years of TARKI Omnibus research. Unfortunately, the TARKI Omnibus research last 
included the "which subtlety in 2002" question ". 

Table 3. Answer given by TARKI Omnibus to "what denomination" question 1997-2002 



% in total population 

% of self-classifiers 

Roman Catholic 

51.28 

69.40 

Greek Catholic 

2.41 

3.26 

reformed 

15.69 

21,23 

Lutheran 

2.97 

4.02 

Orthodox 

0.14 

0.20 

Hebrew 

0.15 

0.20 

Other religion 

1.26 

1.70 

Not a church 

25.04 


You don't know, don't answer 

1.07 































100.00 

100 

In absolute numbers 

78 348 

57 897 


Compared to the previous data (but in line with the 1992 CSO survey of 24% of non-denominators), the 
fundamental difference is to see a group of non-religious people, which is a quarter of society, becomes a lake. It 
faces the phenomenon perceived by everyone as obviously much more than any modern society the proportion 
of those who simply cannot be interpreted as having denomination. Of course, the denomination is not a system 
of debt more diverse in society than belonging to different denominations: individual occupational groups, some 
groups of it is related to gender, regional, settlement structure and age. This may be the subject of many recent 
studies. 

It follows from the high proportion of non-denominators that this is not simply comparable data. It is obvious 
that between the mid-1970s and 2000s, the proportion of people secularized from the denomination could not 
have doubled: partly by the two types The way in which the measurement was formulated could create the 
difference that the minority or most of the totally secularized people say they are out of denomination. But there 
is also a real generation effect, since in these years the proportion of those who had a basic memory, irrespective 
of the different secularization of the family, was drastically reduced, namely the compulsory school belief before 
1949 at. On the other hand, the proportion of children who were children in the sixties of the Hungarian consumer 
society, and who have not been recognized by family denomination socialization, has also increased. (Don't 
forget to cope with censuses and church data polls will only include data from those over 18 years of age - 
contractors'. Thus, polls from the 70s and early 80s could not yet reflect the secular education of the 1960s and 
1970s effect.) 

Thus, in the first approach, the greatest difference between the adult population of the late Kadar era and the 
adult population of the millennium is the increase of more than 20% in the number of non-denominators, or the 
interdependence of the proportion of those who do not or do not want to answer the question. This necessarily 
involved the loss of all denominational groups. Catholics lose 17.6% (their proportion decreased to 0.75 in the 
original ratio), the number of reformers decreased by 5.4% to their original rate of 0.74. The Gospel however, 
many of the 1.2% losses are a greater loss because their 0.71% decrease. The Jews suffered a dramatic loss: their 
rate dropped to 0.37. Only the proportion of those belonging to other religions has increased: the main source of 
this may be that, compared to the party-state relations, the followers of the new religious movements have boldly 
named the actual interlocutors, their identity, while previously the registered data were disclosed regarding as- 
researchers. 

It can be clearly seen that the previous secession, the parallel secularization of the Catholics and the 
Reformed, and the faster decline of the Lutheran and Jewish community continues, but it is much more important 
to this little one. and the appearance of extra-religious groups. 

We have to compare the denominational proportions with the denominational data in a different way than 
we compared the previous data: that is, we should compare the 1972 / 91 and 1997/2002 data pairs so that we 
compare only the data of the denominators. In this way, the Catholic and Reformed Ratio is at a level a slight 
decrease in the gospel ratio, a radical decline in the Jewish ratio, and an increase in the proportion of other 
religions. 

It is worth taking another look at the proportion of outsiders and those who do not want to respond to their 
religious affiliation. 


Table 4. Belonging to a denomination and not a debt 1997-2002 - annual aggregations based on NPTTARKI50000 and NPTTARK130000 



1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

2002 















It belongs to a church 

69.90 

73.06 

72.57 

74.62 

75.35 

75.80 

Not a church 

29.37 

26.05 

26.83 

22.76 

24.22 

23.60 

He doesn't know, he doesn't 

0.73 

0.90 

0.60 

2.61 

0.44 

0.60 


100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

All 

7624 

9034 

15029 

18016 

21129 

7516 


The fact that between 1997 and 2002 the proportion of members of the church is increasing is clearly visible. This 
phenomenon can be interpreted as far away dunk from the change of regime, there are more and more 
opportunities for the secularized, or even earlier age group, with increasing segregation. 1251 - an increasing 
proportion of people "stumble" on their own side more and more of the children studied in denominational 
schools enter adulthood, newer generations get married, incarnate / reject / reject the child, etc. 

However, another explanation is possible, which we formulate as a hypothesis. In the first year in the 
database, in 1997, the country was still dominated by a social-liberal coalition, but in 1998 the right-wing coalition 
took over the government, with its entire language and political code system tied to the historical denominations. It 
is also a Christian Democratic government (basically Catholic orien. (party) and a small one that incorporates 
God's name into the electoral slogan Host Party. As a right-wing opposition, MIEP, which emphasizes the strong 
Calvinist image, will enter parliament. Bind to a variety of denominations is therefore increasingly seemed to 
society "requirement" as before in. It is possible that it will appear on the respondents' behavior. This may be a 
sign of the "turnaround" that do not belong to the Church ratio hir failure greatly reduced, and even I do not know 
/ The rate of non-speakers also increased slightly. Stabilization of the ruling coalition in the next years with no 
denomination belonging to rate continued to decline. It is possible that this decline reflects: the respondents, up to 
the night of the second round of the 2002 election, had it - in contrast to the period of the first right-wing cycle, 
when the popularity of the governing parties during the majority of the cycle was very low, so counting on the 
page tett ra, hogy hamarosan egy liberalis vagy baloldali ertelemben szeku- laris tobbseg uralja majd a parlamentet 
-, hogy erdemben kalkulalni kell azzal a lehetoseggel, hogy a kereszteny egyhazak irant elkotelezett, s 
elkotelezettseget novekvo mertekben hangsulyozo kormanya lesz az orszagnak hosszabb tavon is. 

Ez a jelenseg pedig nehany szazaleknyi valaszolot befolyasolhatott abban az iranyban, hogy a valamely 
felekezethez tartozast tekintse az inkabb normalis, a felekezeten kiviiliseget pedig az inkabb devians alia potnak. 
(A jelenseget erosithette, hogy a baloldali-liberalis tabor gyozel mevel kalkulalok is tudhattak, hogy a Szabad 
Demokratak Szovetsege - melyet ellenfelei gyakrabban neveztek a szekularizmus es laicizmus fo exponensenek, 
mint a Szocialista Partot - az ellenzek gyozelme eseten is bizonyosan kisebb siillyal rendelkezik majd, mint az 
1994-1998-as idoszakban.) 

Figyelemre melto, hogy a „nem tudja/nem mondja" csoport abban a 2001-es evben eri el melypontjat, amikor 
a nepszamlalas koriili dis kurzus mindenkit elert. 

E hipotezis igazolasa tovabbi evekben vegzett felmeresek bevona saval, illetve az egyes csoportok politikai 
orientaciojanak vizsgalataval lesz lehetseges. 

A 2002 utani idoszakrol egyelore nem rendelkeziink hasonlo meretu osszehasonlithato adatbazissal. 

Nepszamlalasok a huszonegyedik szazadban 

A 2001 -es es 2011 -es nepszamlalas nem hasznalta fel azt a gazdag tapasz talatot, amit a nagyszamu felekezeti 
hovatartozassal kapcsolatos szo ciologiai felmeres kinalt. Ezek egyik legfontosabb tanulsaga ugyanis az volt, 
hogy a „milyen vallasba jegyeztek be ont" es a „milyen vallasu on" kerdesre adott valaszok nemcsak azert 
kill on boznek. mert az emberek toredeke felekezetet valtott, hanem azert is, mert sokan tisztaban van nak ugyan 
felekezetukkel, mint csaladtorteneti tennyel, de pillanatnyi tarsadalmi allapotukat nem kivanjak valamely 
felekezethez tartozokent meghatarozni. A masik legfontosabb tanulsag pedig az volt, hogy a fele kezeti 














hovatartozasnal lenyegesen fontosabb (marmint tarsadalmi visel kedesre jobban hat) a vallasossag mertekerol 
szolo deklaracio, illetve a templomjarasi gyakorisag. 

Eme tapasztalatok ellenere a ket nepszamlalas egyetlen kerdest tett fel a felekezeti hovatartozassal 
kapcsolatban, s nem tett fel olyan kerdest, ami a vallasi aktivitast minositette volna. 

Sokan azt remeltek, hogy bar vallasszociologiai szempontbol a nepszamlalas gyengebben lesz hasznalhato, 
mint az elozo evekben szaz ezres nagysagrendben keszitett felmeresek, de szorosan vett felekezet statisztikai 
ertelemben visszaterest jelent majd az 1950 elotti nepszam lalasi hagyomanyhoz. 

A megvaltozott tarsadalomban es megvaltozott jogi koriilmenyek kozott azonban a nepszamlalas nem tudta 
ott felvenni a felekezeti sta tisztika fonalat, ahol az 1949-es elejtette. Egyreszt, ellentetben az 1949- es helyzettel, 
amikor a szekularizalt emberek koreben nem keltett vissza tetszest, hogy a semmilyen felekezeti aktivitast nem 
folytato, nem hivo embereknek is meg kellett nevezniuk egy felekezetet - minthogy egesz eletiikben megszoktak, 
hogy felekezet-tagsagukat kiilonfele hivatalos helyeken meg kell adniuk - 2001-ben ez sokak szemeben 
disszonansnak tiint, nem szivesen valaszoltak a kerdesre. 

Masreszt, ellentetben azokkal az orszagokkal, mint pi. Nemetor szag, ahol a felekezettol valo eltavolodas 

- az egyhazi adok kozadokkent torteno behajtasa miatt - az egyhazbol valo formalis kilepessel tortent, addig 
Magyarorszagot a „puha szekularizacio", az egyhazakkal valo kap csolatok ritkulasa, ill. nem nyilvanosan 
deklaralt tenyleges megsztinese jellemezte. A „kilepesi aktus" elmaradasa miatt „a felekezeten kiviili", „nem 
tartozik egyhazhoz" statusz, mint ondefinicio sem tiint maradek talanul korrektnek a szekularizalt emberek egy 
resze szamara. 

Harmadreszt az 1960-1970-es evekben sziiletett generacioban tenylegesen megnovekedett a felekezetbe 
egyaltalan nem bejegyzettek szama, de e nemzedek tagjainak egy resze - minthogy mindket nepszamlalasra a 
felekezethez tartozast valamifele tarsadalmi normakent megfogalmazo jobboldali kormanyok idejen keriilt sor - e 
sehova nem tartozas deklaralasatol odzkodott. A kozvelemeny-kutatasokkal ellen tetben - melynek 
nevtelensegeben az arra vallalkozo polgarok biztak 

- a mindenkire kotelezo nepszamlalas sokak szemeben allami nyilvan tartasra emlekeztetett. 

Negyedreszt az 1950 elotti allapothoz kepest osszehasonlithatatla nul befolyasosabbak lettek azok a 
felekezetek, amelyek nem tartoztak a tortenelmi kereszteny egyhazak koze. Ezek a felekezetek pedig azt erze - 
keltek, hogy az elsosorban szelsojobbrol elinditott, de a jobbkozep kor manyzatok altal sem egyertelmuen 
visszautasitott antiszemita ill. „szek- ta"-ellenes propaganda nehez helyzetbe hozza hiveiket. 

Otodreszt, mlg 1950 elott a szekularizalt vagy ateista ertelmiseg a liberalis es szocialdemokrata nemet es 
osztrak peldak hatasa alatt nem latta fontosnak a felekezeti hovatartozasrol valo hallgatas jogat, addig az utobbi 
fel evszazad folyamatai, mint minden „peldakepvalasztasi" ker desben, ebben is fontosabba tettek az angolszasz 
mintat, azt az angol szasz mintat, ahol a nepszamlalas nem tartalmaz semmifele felekezeti adatot. 

Mindennek eredmenyekeppen a tenylegesen be nem jegyzettek nel - amit nehany a felekezethez tartozast 
es a bejegyeztetest szisztema tikusan megkulonbozteto kozvelemeny-kutatas alapjan becsulhetiink 

- magasabb aranyt ert el a felekezethez nem tartozok aranya, s nagyon sokan eltek a jogukkal, hogy a kerdesre 
ne valaszoljanak. 

Tovabb rontott a helyzeten, hogy mar 2002-ben felmcriilt. hogy a 2001-es adatokat - anelkiil, hogy errol 
elozetesen szo lett volna - a kormanyzat egyhazfinanszirozasi erveles alapjaul kivanta felhasznalni, igy az altaluk 
„csaladtorteneti emlekkent" megnevezett egyhazhoz kotodo emberek azt elhettek meg, hogy az altaluk 
szolgaltatott adatot annak altaluk gondolt jelentesevel ellentetesen kivannak felhasznalni. A 201 1-es nepszamlalas 
pedig egybeesett a kisegyhazak egyhazi statu szat elvitato - azota nemzetkozi perek targyaul is szolgalo - 
ketharma dos torvenyhozoi torekvessel. 

Mindennek kovetkezteben a nepszamlalasi adatok a kozvele meny-kutatasoknal kevesbe alkalmasak arra, 
hogy az egyes felekeze tek tarsadalmi sulyat bemutassak, mint ahogy arra is, hogy a 2001 es 2011 kozotti 
valtozasokat dokumentaljak. [261 Nellciilozhetetleniil fontosak viszont az egyes felekezetek kozotti teriileti es 
foglalkozasi egyenlotlen segek bemutatasahoz. 



Mindezzel egyiitt azonban a 2001-es nepszamlalas ugyanugy a tar sadalom mintegy haromnegyedet mutatja 
felekezetileg besorolhatonak, mint a korabban emlitett aggregalt kozvelemeny-kutatas. igy a legfonto sabb 
torzito hatas a kisegyhazakkal es a zsidokkal kapcsolatban jelent kezik. Nem lehet tudni, hogy a kisegyhazi hivok 
mekkora aranya sorolta magat ahhoz a felekezethez, ahova eredetileg bejegyeztek, illetve mek kora aranya 
valasztotta inkabb a hallgatas lehetoseget. 

Nem tudjuk tovabba, hogy ezek a torzito hatasok mely tarsadalmi csoportban mennyire ervenyesiilnek. 
Mindezek elorebocsatasa mellett kozoljiik a ket nepszamlalas felekezeti adatait, megpedig sziiletesi cso portos 
rendben, mert igy lehetove valik annak osszehasonlitasa is, hogy menyiben „valtoztattak felekezetet", azaz 
mennyire valtoztattak meg a felekezetrol szolo nyilatkozatadast ugyanazok az emberek - egy evtized del 
idosebben. 

5. tablazat. A 2001-es nepszdmldlas felekezeti aranyai 


sziiletesi 

csoport 

Romai 

katolikus 

Gorog- 

katolikus 

Gorogkeleti 

Reforraatus 

Evangelikus 

Hebrew 

Egyeb 

Egyhazhoz nem 

tartozik 

Nem 

valaszol 

1992/2001 

43,59 

2,64 

0,11 

13,53 

2,19 

0,05 

0,95 

24,07 

12,87 

1982/1991 

47,25 

2,68 

0,12 

13,87 

2,41 

0,06 

0,85 

20,70 

12,06 

1972/1981 

46,73 

2,50 

0,15 

13,23 

2,37 

0,12 

1,03 

20,74 

13,13 

1962/1971 

49,73 

2,68 

0,18 

14.92 

2,53 

0,07 

1,25 

16,29 

12,34 

1952/1961 

52,33 

2,71 

0,15 

15,75 

2,83 

0,09 

0,85 

13,69 

11,60 

1942/1951 

56,72 

2,55 

0,13 

17,88 

3,47 

0,16 

0,80 

8,65 

9,64 

1932/1941 

60,24 

2,82 

0,18 

19,96 

4,03 

0,13 

0,85 

4,99 

6,78 

1922/1931 

61,24 

2,66 

0,18 

20,11 

4,51 

0,28 

0,93 

3,92 

6,17 

7/1921 

62,07 

2,28 

0,17 

19,54 

4,97 

0,63 

1,06 

3,07 

6,20 


51,87 

2,64 

0,15 

15,91 

2,99 

0,13 

0,95 

14,55 

10,83 


A felekezeti statisztika a nepszamlalasban es a szociologiaban 


6. tablazat .A 201 l-es nepszdmldlas felekezeti aranyai 


sziiletesi 

csoport 

Romai 

katolikus 

Gorog - 

katolikus 

Gorogkeleti 

Reformatus 

Evangelikus 


Egyeb 

Egyhazhoz nem 
tartozik 

Nem 

valaszol 

2002/2011 

29,48 

1,67 

0,10 

9,59 

1,72 

0,06 

1,72 

25,79 

29,88 


































































































































1992/2001 

32,25 

1,89 

0,12 

10,65 

1,73 

0,05 

2,02 

21,35 

29,96 

1982/1991 

31,89 

1,76 

0,14 

9,81 

1,69 

0,09 

1,90 

22,61 

30,13 

1972/1981 

31,71 

1,62 

0,15 

9,70 

1,77 

0,11 

1,98 

22,40 

30,56 

1962/1971 

35,44 

1,77 

0,16 

10,89 

1,87 

0,08 

2,05 

18,85 

28,89 

1952/1961 

39,99 

1,86 

0,14 

11,90 

2,18 

0,10 

1,40 

15,98 

26,46 

1942/1951 

45,47 

1,84 

0,13 

14.12 

2,84 

0,17 

1,27 

11,49 

22,67 

1932/1941 

50,60 

2,11 

0,17 

16,61 

3,46 

0,15 

1,19 

7,68 

18,04 

7/1931 

46,95 

1,80 

0.14 

14,96 

3,51 

0,34 

10,68 

5,62 

15,98 


37,15 

1,80 

0,14 

11,61 

2,16 

0,11 

1,70 

18,18 

27,16 
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7. tablazat. A valtozas merteke 



Romai 

katolikus 

Gorog - 

katolikus 

Gorogkeleti 

Reforraatus 

Evangelikus 


Egyeb 

Egyhazhoz 

nem tartozik 

Nem 

valaszol 

1992/2001 

-11,35 

-0,76 

0,00 

-2,88 

-0,46 

0,00 

1,07 

-2,72 

17,09 

1982/1991 

-15,36 

-0,92 

0,02 

-4,07 

-0,72 

0,03 

1,05 

1,90 

18,07 

1972/1981 

-15,02 

-0,88 

0,00 

-3,53 

-0,60 

-0,01 

0,95 

1,66 

17,43 

1962/1971 

-14,30 

-0,92 

-0,02 

-4,03 

-0,66 

0,01 

0,80 

2,56 

16,55 

1952/1961 

-12,35 

-0,85 

-0,01 

-3,85 

-0,64 

0,01 

0,54 

2,30 

14,86 

1942/1951 

-11,25 

-0,71 

-0,01 

-3,75 

-0,62 

0,01 

0,46 

2,84 

13,03 

1932/1941 

-9,64 

-0,71 

-0,01 

-3,35 

-0,57 

0,02 

0,34 

2,69 

11,25 


-14,72 

-0,83 

-0,01 

-4,31 

-0,82 

-0,02 

0,75 

3,63 

16,33 

Valtozas relativ 

sulya az adott 
felekezetben 

-0,40 

-0,46 

-0,09 

-0,37 

-0,38 

-0,14 

0,44 

0,20 

0,60 


A leglatvanyosabb elem, hogy 2001 -hez kepest a felekezeti hovatarto zasukat megnevezni nem kivanok aranya 
nagymertekben megnott. Az 1997/2002-es kozvelemeny-kutatas fmommozgasait elemzo hipotezist folytatva: 
lehetseges, hogy ez osszetliggesben all annak tarsadalmi per cepciojaval, hogy felekezeti hovatartozasrol szolo 
adatokat a kormanyzat a tarsadalom kereszteny jellegenek hangsiilyozasara hasznalja fel. Kony- nyen lehetseges, 
hogy ez vezetett a felekezetmegnevezestol valo tomeges tartozkodashoz. Az is lehetseges, hogy 2001 ota a 































































































































































































szekularizacio ujabb csoportok koreben haladt elore annyira, hogy az egyetlen kerdesbol alio blokkot sajat 
„allapotanak" meghatarozasara nem tudta felhasznalni. 

A romai katolikusok szama 69,8%-ra esett vissza. Ezen beliil a leg nagyobb a visszaeses azok koreben, 
akik 2001-ben huszas eveiben jar tak (67,2%). Az idosebbek koreben - legalabbis amig a mortalitas kozbe nem 
szol - 71 es 72% kbzottire csokken. 

A legfontosabb jelenseg, hogy a teljes nepessegben mintegy 20%- kal csokkent a magukat felekezethez 
sorolok aranya. A felekezetektol elpartolok egybtode gazdagitja a felekezethez nem tartozok taborat, a tobbiek a 
valaszmegtagadoket. Az utobbiak csoportjaban pedig - ahogy ezt korabban jeleztiik - szetvalaszthatatlanul 
osszekeverednek a kiilon bozo okokbol valaszmegtagado csoportok. 

Az egyhazhoz tartozas 2001 es 2011 kozotti csokkenese az 1962 es 1991 kozotti sziiletesu nemzedekben a 
legmagasabb. 

Tovabbi tanulmanyok keszlthetok az egyes tarsadalmi csoportok ban tapasztalt felekezetmegnevezes- 
csokkenesrol. Fontos azonban, hogy e tevekenyseg a KSFI honlapjan jelenleg kozolt adatokkal nem, csak az 
eredeti adatbazissal, esetleg annak tiz szazalekos mintajaval vegezheto el, mert az adatok csak korcsoportosan 
vethetoek ossze, sa nepszamla las honlapja kiilon - azaz nem kombinaltan - kozli a korcsoportok es a tarsadalmi 
csoportok felekezeti kiilonbozoseget. 


Retegzodesi es vallasszociologiai ertelmezes 

A felekezeti statisztika - akar nepszamlalas, akar a „milyen felekezet hez tartozik on?" kerdest feltevo 
kozvelemeny-kutatas formajaban - kivaloan alkalmas a tarsadalmi retegzodes makro-szintii bemutatasara. A 
„makro szintnek" megfeleloen a nagyobb foglalkozasi, eletkori, terii leti csoportok megoszlasa a romai es 
gorogkatolikus, a reformatus es evangelikus hatterii csoportok kozott jol tanulmanyozhato. A kisebb tar sadalmi 
csoportok felekezeti hatterenek felterkepezeset akadalyozhatja a felekezet-deklaraciotol torteno az adott 
szubkulturaban az atlagnal erosebb vagy gyengebb tartozkodas. A gorogkeletiek, a zsidok es a kis egyhazak, 
kicsiny vallasi kozossegek tagjainak specialis helyzete miatt a rajuk vonatkozo nepszamlalasi adatok pontosan 
meg nem mondhato mertekben lefele torzitanak. A felekezethez nem tartozok es az a feleke zet megmondasatol 
„normalis koriilmenyek kozott" is tartozkodok ara nyat a nepszamlalas alapjan megbecsiilni bizonyosan nem 
lehet. 

Amennyiben valaki nem egy szemely csaladtorteneti hattere altal is befolyasolt felekezetmegnevezesen 
alapulo statisztikai adatra kivan csi, hanem az egyes felekezethez tartozast, mint vallasszociologiai iden - 
titasformat kutatja, akkor a nepszamlalasi adatok tortenetileg egyaltalan nem hasznalhatok. Ebben az esetben 
tortenelmileg eloterbe keriilnek a szekularizacio/szekularizaciohiany egyeb statisztikai jelzesei, mint pi. a vegyes 
hazassag, a valas, a hazassagon kiviili egyiitteles, nemibeteg-sta- tisztika, az egyhazi szolgaltatasokkal, vallasos 
termekekkel kapcsolatos penzaramlas stb. 

A kortars kozvelemeny-kutatasok a felekezeti elkdtelezodes tobb szintjet ragadhatjak meg. Adatot 
szolgaltathatnak az anya felekezetet koveto fiuk es az apa felekezetet koveto lanyok szamarol, mely az anya es 
apa magas felekezeti elkotelezettseget dokumentalja. 

Szamos kdzvelemeny-kutatas tartalmaz adatot a vallasba valo bejegyzettseg es a vallashoz tartozas 
kiilonbozdsegerdl. 


8. tablazat. A bejegyzettseg es a megkerdezeskori felekezethez tartozas az NPTTARK150000 -s mintaban 



Bejegyeztek 

Tartozik 

A 'tartozik' es 'bejegyeztek' hanyadosa 

A 'tartozik' es 'bejegyeztek' kiiionbsege 








Romai katolikus 


65,1 


44,5 


0,68 


-20,5 







Gorogkatolikus 

3,0 

2,2 

0,74 

-0,8 

Reformatus 

18,9 

12,6 

0,67 

-6,2 

Evangelikus 

4,9 

3.2 

0,66 

-1,7 

Gorogkeleti 

0,2 

0,2 

0,73 

-0,1 

Hebrew 

0,1 

0,1 

1,06 

0,0 

Egyeb valla s 

0.3 

1,3 

4,14 

1.0 


7,1 

35,1 

4,93 

28,0 

Nem tudja 

0,4 

0.8 

1,99 

0,4 

Osszesen 

100,0 

100,0 

1,00 

0,0 


3012 

3012 




A sziiloi dontest dokumentalo bejegyzettseg aranyahoz kepest vizsgalva a pillanatnyi allapotot kifejezo 
„odatartozast" - ezen a sokkal kisebb mintan - egyforman nagy veszteseget mutat a romai katolikus, a reformatus 
es az evangelikus felekezet, kisebb veszteseget a gorogke leti es gorogkatolikussag, nines veszteseg a zsidoknal. 
Hangsiilyozzuk: itt csak arrol van szo, hogy a megkerdezettek kozott ki volt hajlando a bejegyzettsegre es a 
jelenlegi felekezetre vonatkozo kerdesre egymastol kiilonbozo valaszt adni. Negyszeresre nott az egyeb vallashoz 
tartozok aranya, es majdnem otszorosre a sehova nem tartozoke. 

E szamok igen kicsik, tehat gyakorlatilag egyforma meretii sze kularizaciot jelez, hogy a romai 
katolikusnakbejegyzettek 31%-a, areformatusnakbejegyzettek 31,6%-a, az evangelikusnakbejegyzettek 32,9%- 
a keriilt at a felekezethez nem tartozok csoportjaba. Erdemibb kiilonbseget mutat, hogy a kisegyhazak fele torteno 
felekezetvaltas az eredetileg katolikusok 0,8%-at, a reformatusok 1,5%-at, az evangeliku sok 2%-at jellemezte. 
E szamok persze nem feltetleniil a katolicizmus nagyobb kotoerejet jelentik, hanem annak tudhatoak be, hogy a 
gyara podo kisegyhazak elsopro tobbsege protestans, tehat konnyebben vonz hatjak magukhoz az eleve 
protestans hatterueket, kozirliik is a szekula- rizaltabb evangelikusokat. 

Ha arra vagyunk kivancsiak, hogy kik lehetnek azok, akiket a fele kezetek, mint vallasi szervezetek 
nemikepp befolyasolhatnak, vagy mas keppen fogalmazva, akiknel a felekezetmegnevezes valamifele felekeze- 
ties aktivitast jelent, nemikepp masfele szamokat kapunk. Ha peldaul levonjuk azokat, akik sosem jarnak 
templomba, akkor a be nem sorol hato es a romai katolikusnak besorolhato nepesseg koriilbeliil azonos siilyuva 
valik. 


A felekezeti statisztika a nepszamlalasban es a szociologiaban 


9. tablazat. Az evente legalabb egyszer templomba jaro nepesseg felekezeti aranyai az NPTTARKIS0000 -s mintaban== 



A templomba sosem jarok levonasa utan 
megmarado 

(%) 

A felekezethez tartozonak szamithato nepessegen 

beliil kiszamitott (%) 

Romai katolikus 

39,8 

70,3 

Gorogkatolikus 

1,9 

3,3 

Reformatus 

11,4 

20,1 

Evangelikus 

2,3 

4,0 


Gorogkeleti 


0,1 


0,2 









































































Hebrew 

0,1 

0,1 

Egyeb vallasu 

1,1 

2.0 

Nemtudiuk T271 

5,5 


Ilyen ertelemben kivul 
levo 

37,8 



100 

100 

Abszolut szam 

49 470 

28 050 


Alkothatunk ket ennel meg szukebb ertelemben vett felekezethez kotheto csoportot is, ha azokat vessziik 
szamba, akik legalabb iinnepe ken templomba mennek, vagy azokat, akik egy vilagnezeti skalan magu kat az 
egyhaz tanitasa szerint vallasosnak nevezik. 

10. tablazat. A legalabb iinnepeken templomba menok, illetve vallasukat egyhazuk tamtasahoz kotok felekezeti aranyai az NPTTARKI50000 

nepessegben 



Legalabb iinne - 

peken 

templom jaro 

Az egyhaz 

tanitasa 

szerint 

vallasos 

A 'legalabb iinnepeken templomjaro' 
csoporthoz tartozok kozfltt a 

felekezetiiket megnevezok megoszlasa 

Az 'egyhaz tanitasa szerint 
vallasosak' kozott a 
felekezetiiket megnevezok 
megoszlasa 

Romai katolikus 

26,5 

9,2 

71,1 

70,2 

Gorogkatolikus 

1,2 

0,5 

3.2 

3.6 

Reformatus 

6,8 

2,3 

18,3 

17,3 

Evangelikus 

1,6 

0,5 

4.2 

3.6 

Gorogkeleti 

0,1 

0,0 

0,2 

0,2 

Hebrew 

0,1 

0,0 

0,2 

0,1 

Egyeb vallas 

1.0 

0.6 

2,8 

4,9 

Nem tudjuk 

1,8 

0,1 



Ilyen ertelemben 
kivul levo 

60,9 

86,8 




100,0 

100,0 

100 

100 


49.470 

49.470 

18.452 

6.480 


Mindket megkozelites eseten a felnott tarsadalom tobbsege a fele kezethez nem tartozo, felekezetek altal 
nem befolyasolt csoportba keriil, az elso ertelmezesben mintegy 39 %, a masodikban 13,2% akit feleke zethez 
sorolhatunk. 

A felekezetek eroviszonyai is kisse elteroen alakulnak. A katoliciz muson beliili aranyok a tagabb 
ertelmezes szerint 22,1-szeres, a szukebb ertelmezes szerint csak 19,5-szeres romai-katolikus folenyt mutatnak, 
tehat a katolikus tombon beliil - osszhangban a korabban latottakkal - a gorogkatolikusok aranya annal magasabb, 
minel „komolyabban vesz- sziik" a felekezethez tartozast. A ket „mainstream" f281 protestans kozosse gen 




























beliil az arany 4,3-szoros, illetve 4,7-szeres - ez viszont azt jelenti, hogy a kriterium szigorodasa a letszamban 
amugy is erosebb reforma tusok folenyet novel i. 

A katolikus/protestans eroviszonyban az egyik esetben 3,3-szoros, a masikban viszont 3,5-szoros katolikus 
letszamfolenyt lathatunk, a kri terium szigorodasa eseten tehat Magyarorszag erosebben tunik katoli kus 
orszagnak. 

A legnagyobb kiilonbseget azonban akkor konstatalhatjuk, ha a kisegyhazak es a nagyegyhazak aranyat 
szamoljuk ki, mert akkor 34,6-szoros, illetve 19,2-szeres kiilonbseget kapunk, azaz a szigorubb ertelmezes szerint 
a kisegyhazak tarsadalmi jelenlete sokkal markan sabb. Tehat minel kozelebb lepiink a formalis felekezeti 
aranyoktol a vilagnezeti aranyokhoz, a tarsadalom felekezetileg annal pluralisabb. 

E tanulmany kereteben egyaltalan nem keritettiink sort a regiona lis osszefiiggesek vizsgalatara, noha a 
helyben kisebbsegi statuszii fele kezeti csoportok tagjai nyilvan a helybeli tarsadalom tobbsegehez kepest 
erzekelhetik relativ ternyeresiiket. Ez pedig nyilvanvaloan elteroen ala kul az egyfelol szekularisabb, masfelol 
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